Need to Study Your
Bible More?

We have several Bible Correspondence
Courses for you to study and learn from. They
are all free, even including the postage!

All you need to do to take advantage of
this great FREE opportunity is to fill out the
following, clip it out and either paste it on a
Postal Card or send it in an envelope.

Please send me the new Course

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

Address
City
State

Zip Code
Email:

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

What is Valley Station Church?

It is a group of Christians determined to
be pleasing to God. How do they do this?
They do all in their power to follow the
teaching of Jesus Christ with no changes,
additions, subtractions or alterations.

It is a group of Christians that claim no
human denominational affiliation — just
Christians working and worshipping
together at the Lord’s word teaches.

If you need Christ as your Lord and

Savior, we believe you will find him

among the Christians at Valley Station.
Come and see.

The VALLEY TIDINGS is published
monthly by the church of Christ, meeting at
1803 Dixie Garden Drive, Valley Station,
Kentucky 40272

Elders
Wayne Byrd (502) 957-4801
Clayton Shannon (502) 935-5278
Deacons
Michael Bibee (502) 548-1878
Don Boice (502) 937-5192
Clifford Deckard (502) 937-1612
Allan Mauldin (502) 933-3554
Barrett Phelps (502) 935-8564
Assemblies
Sunday Bible Class 9:30 AM.

Sunday Morning Worship 10:30 A.M.
Sunday Evening Worship 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday Bible Classes 7:30 P.M.
Ladies Class, Thursday 10:00 A.M.

Visit Valley at www.vscoc.org

Set For The Defense of the Glad Tidings
Volume X, December, 2009, Number 12

2 <

— =~ ()

S A MR
- L O

S| €27

2| £Z2%F =

ml £382€E

el 'D-wss-‘

g E, 348

< ZU)"J‘L

g o)

A=t

3

83|

o

S

<

O

2

[a)

©» I

2| B 9 e

o S BN o

> DO Tr(\]

5 0 N o

= o § oo sl

'g SN T M A ~
=5 L m

Q bxo:m @)
53Y Sao S
SARLE &
D~><4—»N M
aQEmvow «
ST Z
S o= =
S 33 |z

The Sunday After Christmas

Twas the Sunday after Christmas
When all through the meeting house
Only the attendants were stirring.

It was quiet as a mouse.

The contribution was being taken
As we do each Lord's Day

“Let us give as we have prospered,”
We hear Paul to Corinth say.
Suddenly the silence is shattered.
When with an awful crash,

As nickels, dimes and quarters
Take their place among the cash.
There's no sound of folding paper
As the plate draws nigh,

We behold the array of silver,

And alas, we wonder why.

Could it be because of Christmas?
With all its debts we have to pay?
That we find ourselves embarrassed
And to the Lord must say

"Johnny had to have that scooter,
My wife the set of rings,




‘Tis the Seagon

This is the time of year when the refrain is heard loudly: ‘tis the season! The
holiday season is a time of great activity and expectation for many people, but what
really is it all about?

Many well-meaning religious people will declare that Jesus is the “reason for the
season,” and by saying this, they mean that the reason Christmas is celebrated is
because of the birth of Jesus of Nazareth. Many such people desire to “put the Christ
back in Christmas.”

Historically, this is not true: the Scriptures never tell us the date of Jesus’ birth,
and all evidence would point to the spring or fall, not the beginning of winter. The
Scriptures never command or provide an example of anyone observing the day of His
birth after it took place. In reality, various pagan religions held festivals
commemorating the winter solstice, and they were later “Christianized” by arbitrarily
fixing the date of Jesus’ birth to December 25.

Therefore, there is no Biblical basis for observing December 25 as Jesus’ birth.
Nevertheless, Romans 14:5 applies, and we should take the opportunity when people
speak about Jesus’ birth to direct them to the predictions of His life, death,
resurrection, and lordship in the announcement of His birth (Luke 1-2) and why we
need to constantly observe the memorial of the Lord’s death and proclaim His message
to all mankind (1 Corinthians 11:23-26, Romans 1:16).

For all the retailers in America and for a large proportion of the population, this is
the season for shopping and deals and the purchasing of gifts. This is understandable:
not a few retailers depend on strong Christmas sales in order to stay in business, and
many people wait for this season to make large purchases or to purchase items for
others.

Retail Christmas is the secular “reason for the season,” and it seems to be starting
earlier and earlier every year. While there is no sin in buying gifts or getting deals, as
Christians, we must make sure that we are always reflecting Christ in our minds,
attitudes, and actions (Romans 8:29). Would people in the world know that we are
Christians by how we conduct ourselves while shopping on “Black Friday?” Do we
make sure that we keep God as God in this season and not allow Mammon and what it
can provide to come into His place (cf. Matthew 6:24)?

Perhaps the greatest benefit and blessing of this season is the ability to spend time
with both our physical and spiritual families. Thanksgiving and Christmas seem to be the
only times that our society truly honors, respects, and expects people to spend time with
family, and that is more true with Christmas than Thanksgiving.

Even though the Scriptures do not command that we spend this time of the year with
our physical and spiritual families and there is no explicit example of it, the Scriptures
entirely endorse the idea (Acts 2:42, Ephesians 6:1-3, Hebrews 10:24). We should spend
time with our physical and spiritual families as we have opportunity and to focus on these
blessings with which God has blessed us. It has become too fashionable to make
Christmas all about gifts, especially with children, and the only reason that many children
seem to look forward to Christmas is all of those gifts.

We ought to stress that there is no gift that can surpass or replace the love and
comfort that physical and spiritual families can provide (Ephesians 6:1-4, 1 Corinthians
12:12-28), just as there is no gift that can compare to the opportunity to have association
with God and eternal life through Jesus the Son (1 John 1). Let us be thankful for all of
our blessings in life and in Christ! - Ethan R. Longhenry, evangelist @norwalkchurch.org

We all break over the rule two or three times in our lives and fire a
disagreeable and unpopular private opinion of ours into print, but
we never do it when we can help it, we never do it except when the
desire to do it is too strong for us and overrides and conquers our
cold, calm, wise judgment.

- Mark Twain in Eruption

Who art thou that judgest the servant of an-
other? to his own lord he standeth or falleth.
Yea, he shall be made to stand; for the Lord
hath power to make him stand. One man es-

teemeth one day above another: another estee-
meth every day alike. Let each man be fully as-
sured in his own mind.—Romans 14:4-5




